
                
 
7th & 8th Grade Friday Letter 
1/26/17 
 
Happy New Year 7th and 8th Grade Families! 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

★ Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their leadership 
both academically and socially: 

■  Cassandra Ruark - 7th Grade 
■  Kai Christman - 7th Grade  

★ The Middle School, WCA Foundation, and Parent Council is hosting another 
Parents’ Night Out on Friday, February 10, 2017 at 6:30 pm in the MPR. 

○ Please sign the permission slip to allow your MS student to volunteer for 
the event. 

○ Please sign up to volunteer your time (we need at least two Parents to 
help supervise each event).  There are multiple options for how each 
family can help support our fundraising and field trip efforts! 

■ There will be a sign up genius notification sent out early next week. 
 
7th Grade  
This week, 7th grade completed their look at wavelengths.  We completed 
a lab using Slinky’s to study TRANSVERSE and LONGITUDINAL waves as 
well as Independent and Dependent Variable.  We then finished our 
persuasive presentations and did our first round of practice presentations. 
On Monday we will practice again and then Tuesday is our official, final 
presentations.  
 
8th Grade: 
We also began our presentations this week in 8th grade.  Students wrote 
and practiced their information in explaining how density, buoyancy and 
mass are related.  On Monday we will start our final presentations. 



     
 
English Language Arts 
     7th Grade: The students are about midway in writing their Realistic 
Fiction.  They have developed their characters and decided on their 
settings. We have been concentrating on the arc of the story, as well as, 
presenting it in 3-D (making their stories come alive by showing it instead of 
telling it). This has proved to be the most challenging part of this writing 
assignment so far, but also the most engaging. Once the student’s grasp 
this idea of turning their story from 2-D to 3-D, it’s amazing how their stories 
come to life. 
 
     8th Grade: This week the students will be finishing up their Realistic 
Fiction short stories. We have covered all the important aspects of writing a 
successful and interesting realistic short story, one that moves the reader 
along. They learned how to use techniques that helped them in developing 
believable characters, building tensions/conflict, story arcs, dialogue, 
writing endings that make readers want more, 3-D (making your story come 
alive by showing not telling), etc. Towards the end of the week we will be 
editing and revising our stories.  The final draft is due by end of class 
Friday 1/27. They have done an exceptional job thus far, and I am looking 
forward to reading their final drafts. 
 
 



Social Studies 
 
I just wanted to ask families to check to see if they have one of the 
7th or 8th grade textbooks at home.  We are missing many copies 
and would like to have them all back at school so that each class 
can use them. 

 
7th Grade:  This week we able to spend some significant time 
learning about the Great Wall of China -- the engineering and 
cultural significance.  We also learned more about the 
Medieval China economy and how that affected urbanization 
and created the conditions that allowed China’s population to 
explode in comparison to other parts of the world. 
 
8th Grade :  This week we focused on the emergence of 
Jacksonian Democracy, the spoils system (crony politics), and 
how he wanted to destroy the National Bank, and the 
Nullification Crisis as part of the tensions building between the 
North and South. 

 
 
MATHEMATICS 
 
7th grade: 
This week we transitioned from algebra and the distributive property to 
probability. Specifically, we introduced compound probability and probability 
trees by the end of the week.  
 
By the way, I am still the 7b homeroom teacher. There was some confusion 
because I have started teaching a math support class on Tuesday during class 
meeting.  
 
 
 
 
8th grade: 
 
The opt-in math support session started on Tuesday, and every single with grade 
decided to opt in! I'm really happy to have this time to use in support of high 



school preparation. We will be introducing algebra skills and techniques that 
they would otherwise not see into next year. Assume students will also use the 
time to practice and reinforce math that we've gone beyond. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


